INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
of the golden year, 1880. The Carnegie lawyers begged
an adjournment of half an hour and arranged to settle
the case* The combative Shinn received the face value
of his stock and nearly $200,000 besides.
Carnegie's trip around the world was the fulfillment
of a long cherished ambition. With not a cloud upon his
financial horizon, he and his friend, John Vandevort, set
out in October, 1878. The leisurely journey consumed
eight months. The wayfarers traveled westward.
Margaret Carnegie's parting gift was Shakespeare's
complete works in thirteen small, handy volumes. On
the trip Carnegie memorized literally thousands of pas-
sages. He had with him also volumes of Spencer and of
Darwin. He became a more positive evolutionist. In
China this astonishing little knowledge seeker, who could
battle like a fish monger over a dollar, read Confucius.
In India he studied Buddha and the sacred books of the
Hindoos. Among the Parsees, in Bombay, he pored over
translations of Zoroaster.
He came to the conclusion that there is equal good
and equal evil in all religions. Thereafter he accepted no
formal religious code.
Carnegie set down the happenings of this trip and
later expanded his notes into a book, Round the World.
It was his first attempt as an author. Round the
"World was dedicated: "To my brother and trusty as-
sociates, who toiled at home that I might spend abroad."
It is filled with sprightly humor, outspoken opinion and
copybook maxims extolling the primary virtues. A flash
of his humor: In Singapore he met a young man named
Hornaday who was exploring savage areas, collecting
[150]